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IX. A "Letter from J. Cookfon, M. 2). to 
Mr. Latouche at Little Chelfea, concerning 
the Boy who has an extraordinary Boulimia, 
or craving Appetite : Communicated to the 
Royal Society by John Martyn, F, R. S. 
& Prof. Botan. Cantab. 

SIR, Wakefield, April 24. 1 74 5 . 

jWMay 9 . y WAS defircd, by your Friend Mr. 
J 74S- J^ Amet, to tranfmit to you what I could 

collect relating to the Boy at Bamfiey [<5 Miles 
from Wakefield] > fo pleafe to accept of the fol- 
lowing, with the inclofed Account of his Eating and 
Drinking, taken by a Friend of mine, for fix Days 
fucceffively. 

Matthew T>aking, a healthful and fprightly Boy, 
about ten Years old, was, about fifteen Months ago, 
feized with a Fever, which continued above a Fort- 
night. In the Beginning he had frequent Provoca- 
tions to vomit, which induced his Apothecary to give 
a gentle Vomit of Ipecacuanha. The Reachings 
continuing, he gave him another : They feemed to 
operate well, but yet did not anfwer the End in fet- 
tling his Stomach : However, the Fever gradually went 
off, but the Vomiting rather increafed, notwithstand- 
ing fome other Methods were ufed. 

He then began to have a craving Appetite 5 to fa- 
tisfy which he was indulged in Eating and Drinking 
more plentifully, but always vomited moll: of what 
he had taken, almoft immediately. His Appetite 
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kept increafing, fo that, in a few Weeks his Eating 
was come to the Pitch you now fee it in. 

Thus he has continued above a Year. His Urine 
and Stools do not exceed thofe in Health ; fo that he 
vomits mod of what he takes in. 

He has tried crude Mercury, and all Sorts of Me- 
dicines, and Mineral Waters. At prefent he looks 
pretty well in the Face, and is chearful ; but has loll 
the Ufe of his Legs and Thighs, which are much 
emaciated. He is fometimes fo hungry, that he fays 
he could eat them all : He often willies he were in 
the King's Kitchen. 

One Pig was fed with what he had vomited, and 
was fold in the Market : But the Country -People, get- 
ting hold of the Story, put a Stop to the Feeding of 
any more. 

To account for the Diforder I am much at a Lois, 
fo mall not trouble you with my Conjectures. I am 

Tour moft obedient Servant, 

J. Cookfbn. 

By the Journal annexed it appears that he eat the following Quantities of 
various Sorts of Food both Meat and Drink, as is fpecified in the other 
Journal, which I have given at large, p. 367, and 368. 
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